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Reopening of the Church Doors of St Michael’s 
 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I write to you, together with the Churchwardens of our Parish, to share a number 
of important matters as we continue to journey through this time of COVID19. 
May I say how much I continue to be encouraged by the input and support that 
we have received and continue to receive from you as our parish. Since the 
beginning of the Lockdown period, necessitated by the Corona Virus we have 
had to make a number of deep adjustments and changes through this time 
which continues. 

 
I am continually grateful to Sean Cuff, for his expertise and assistance with 
matters technical in our parish – we have, though experimentation and 
application of information obtained through surveys and discussions with 
members of our parish, put in place platforms for communication which we hope 
are now effective. 
 
 

Online Services and other Platforms for Communication 
 

Once we re-open the doors of our church for services of worship, the current 
communication platforms will all stay in place. This particularly applies to the 
Sunday Online services which will continue. I am very aware that a number of 
our folk will, for various reasons, not feel comfortable to attend services for some 
time to come. In this way we will continue to stay as connected with our 
parishioners as possible. 
 
 
I am also very grateful to all those who have responded to our online surveys, 
which have attempted to get information from as many of our parishioners as 
possible. This information has been vital for planning purposes as we together 
look ahead at re-opening the doors of the church. 
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The term ‘Reopening the doors of our church’ 
 

We make use of this phrase, in order to emphasize that the church has not 
been closed, since the imposition of ‘Lockdown’ – the church is the living ‘Body 
of Christ’ and not a building.  
 
As the church, in terms of what I have mentioned above, we have been alive and 
well and sustained by the power and presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Head of the Church. Thus, as we look ahead to a date when the doors of the 
church will, with the permission of the Bishop, be reopened and we hope that as 
many as possible our parishioners will attend our services. 
 
All the COVID19 protocols will be observed, with the help of support teams who 
will be welcoming congregants: 
 

 Temperature screening 

 Hand sanitizing 

 Register to be compiled and kept on file 

 Masks to be worn 

 Social distancing to be observed 

 No singing 

 Holy Communion to be received in one kind only – that is the wafer, no 
wine to be received 

 No more than 50 persons may attend a service 

 The congregation must disperse immediately after the service – 
parishioners may not remain for tea and fellowship, for example. 

 
As we plan ahead for these services we will engage with all those who will 
hopefully assist us as a support team, as also others who will help us in regard to 
the music and liturgy of ministry - we will work creatively and pray that our Lord 
will guide us in all of this. 

 
Timing of the Reopening of the Doors of the Church 

 

A special meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 18th August 
2020, at which the only agenda item was to discern and discuss the reopening of 
the doors of St Michael’s for services of worship.  
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It was explained to the Parish Council that, in order to reopen our doors for 
services of worship, in addition to adhering to the above-mentioned COVID19 
protocols, a deep cleansing of the church must be performed (this will be on the  
Friday immediately before we open the church for worship) and a Certificate of 
Compliance must be obtained from the Bishop. 
 
Following the results of the Online Survey, a copy of which has been included 
with this communication, the Parish Council continues to do the fine planning of 
the services, details of which will soon be communicated to the parish. This 
includes the holding of our Pastoral Festival of St Michael and All Angels which 
will take place during the month of October, date to be advised. 
 
A note on Funeral Services – just for all our information Funeral and Memorial 
Services are permitted in the church, again with special provisions as Gazetted 
by Government and protocols set out by the Church.  

 
When will we reopen:  we propose the following: 
 

*Sunday 20th September: 09h00: Service for the training of the support 
team, but all are welcome to attend. 
*Sunday 27th September: Services, as advertised, will run.  

 
Meetings at the Church and Ministries of the Parish 

 

Under Lockdown Alert level 2 we are permitted to hold face-to-face meetings, all 
COVID19 protocols observed. In the case of the church being used as the 
venue, no more than 50 persons may attend, and in the case of, for example, a 
Home Cell meeting at the home of one of the members, no more than 10 people 
may attend. 
 
I am currently busy liaising with members of the different ministries active in our 
life as a parish, in order to check how we may give support to them as we begin 
to meet in person again. I am also in touch with the leadership of our Sunday 
School, to see how and when we may resume this ministry in the context of our 
Sunday worship. 
 

 
A brief Financial Update for our Parish 

 

As Exco we report on behalf of the Finance Warden, Allison Koopman as 
follows: 
“Our year to date pledge offerings and collections is 91% of the value received 
during the same period last year. This is mainly due to the church being closed 
and no collections being received. The financials for the month of July reflect a 
surplus of R30 412. The surplus is mainly due to the 100% Diocesan 
assessment relief of R25 735. The Diocese has confirmed that the parish will 
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only receive a 30% relief going forward. Our year to date expenses have been 
well managed, but with the re-opening of the church and the regulatory 
requirements imposed on all institutions, additional expenses will be incurred 
which will have to be carefully managed.” 
 
 
I hope that you will receive this information and with us and look very much 
forward to meeting again in our church for services of worship. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr David Mills and the Churchwardens 
 
Online Survey Attached 

Numbers 

No of responses 95   

Not Ready to attend services 36   

Ready to attend services 59   

  

September Wednesday 09h00 7   

October Wednesday 09h00 4   

September Sunday 07h30 9   

September Sunday 09h30 10   

October Sunday 07h30 9   

October Sunday 09h30 20   

      

Number of people expected per service 

Numbers on a Wednesday 11   

Numbers on a Sunday 07h30 18   

Numbers on a Sunday 09h30 30   

      

Percentages 

Not Ready 37.9 % 

Ready 62.1 % 

  

Start September 44.1 % 

Start October 55.9 % 

      

Attend Wednesday 18.6 % 

Attend Sun 07h30 30.5 % 

Attend Sun 09h30 50.8 % 

      
 

Our Vision 

To be a Multi-Generational Church creating a culture of discipleship where all people can Believe, Belong and Become 

Relevant Effective Dynamic 

Followers of Jesus Christ.  


